
Park City Sermon Discussion

Sermon Text: Esther 3

Read Esther 3 as a group.

In this passage, we learn about power, persecution, and providence.  Despite the regular misuse of power
and the reality of persecution in this life, we are confronted with the Lordʼs providence over all human
actions-–good, bad, and in between.  However, when God feels absent, life o�en seems bewildering and
chaotic.  It may feel as though God is not in control.  If we are experiencing persecution, that feeling may
only intensify.  In whatever persecution we face in our lives, we must recognize the need for wisdom in
order to engage with it in a Christ-like manner.

Discussion Questions:

1) Reflect upon a time in your life when you held power over another person.  How did you use that
power?  Was the way you handled that power Christ-like?

2) How do you typically react when a societal norm reflects something other than Godʼs will?
3) As Cory said, persecution is a reality of following God.  So, how can we engage with persecution in

a manner that is Christ-like?
4) Can both of the following statements be true?  Why or why not?

a. God is actively involved in the world.
b. It feels as though God is absent.

5) What does it look like to authentically live out both of these truths when your current reality feels
as though God isnʼt in control?

Now what?

Share a time when you felt as though God was absent.  What did that feel like?

As a group, share with one another the difficulties of feeling as though God is absent and the challenge
that brings when attempting to trust that He is actively involved in this world and in control of it all.
Encourage one another of His heart for you and of the fact that He is always working, even when it seems
as though He is absent.


