
Park City Sermon Discussion

Sermon Text: 1 John 4:7-12

Read 1 John 4:7-12 as a group.

Love is the foundation of the two greatest commandments: to love God and to love our neighbor as
ourselves.  Therefore, Scripture is clear: there is not a characteristic more to the heart of being a follower of
Jesus than love.  So how ought we to love?  What should love look like in our lives?

Read John 15:12-17:

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends,
for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit--fruit that will last--and so that
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.”

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13).  The call to love
that we have received as children of God is a remarkably high call.  It’s a call to lay down your life and to
see others’ needs as greater than your own.

Discussion Questions:

1) When you think about love, what comes to mind?
2) In what ways do your thoughts about love align with our culture’s perspective?

a) In what ways do they align with the Bible’s perspective?
3) All of the passages that David mentioned in the sermon are located in the New Testament.  What

are some examples of God demonstrating His love for His people in the Old Testament?
4) How does God’s sending of Christ to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins challenge you on how

you love others?
5) David mentioned prayer and hospitality are two ways that we can tangibly love others well.  What

are some other ways we can show the love of Christ to one another and to the world?


