
Park City Sermon Discussion

Sermon Text: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 as a group.

In this passage, we are introduced to a fledgling church afflicted by persecution and difficulty. As a result
of the gospel, the Thessalonian church has become an exemplary faith community and a hub for the
advancement of the mission.  Any church willing to embrace its God-given calling and status can
participate in the joys of being a gospel community.

The Early Church: Acts 2:42-47

Both 1 Thessalonians 1 and Acts 2 describe gospel communities reflecting Christ to a watching world.
Read Acts 2:42-47 as a group and answer the discussion questions below.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.
All the believers were together and had everything in common.  They sold property and possessions
to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.”

Discussion Questions:

1) What does an effective gospel ministry look like to you?
a) What makes gospel ministry effective?

2) How does our identity affect our ministry?
3) How are we to be gospel witnesses to a watching world?

a) What role does discipleship play in that process?
b) How does our attitude change in response to hardships when we are aware of God? (2

Corinthians 6:10)
4) What are some marks of a gospel community?
5) Think about a group of believers in your life (family, friends, small group, etc.).  How does that

group of people (yourself included) reflect the gospel to the world around them?
a) What marks of a gospel community are present?


